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ADDRESS   15 June 2014Trinity Sunday 

================================================= 

Exodus 34.1-8   Moses makes new tablets  

Song of Three  29-34      Blessed be God  

2 Corinthians 13.11-13 The grace 

Matthew 28.16-20  The Divine Commission 

================================================== 

Lord God, open our eyes to the truth of your word and to the strength of your power. 

 

Every Sunday, as part of our liturgy, we say a 4th C creed which implies the doctrine of Trinity, 

without spelling it out.  But for many centuries, on Trinity Sunday, Western Christians recited 

another creed, composed several centuries later, which does spell it out.  This is the so-called 

Athanasiancreed, which is in the back of the prayer book.  Part of it is printed in Connections today 

and I invite you to say this passage with me now, instead of reciting the Nicene Creed later: 

...the catholic faith is this:  

That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity;  

Neither confounding the Persons; nor dividing the Essence. 

For there is one Person of the Father; another of the Son; and another of the Holy Ghost. 

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, the Majesty 

coeternal.  

Such as the Father is; such is the Son; and such is the Holy Ghost.  

The Father uncreated; the Son uncreated; and the Holy Ghost uncreated.  

The Father unlimited; the Son unlimited; and the Holy Ghost unlimited.  

The Father eternal; the Son eternal; and the Holy Ghost eternal.  

And yet they are not three eternals; but one eternal. As also there are not three uncreated; nor three 

infinites, but one uncreated; and one infinite.  

So likewise the Father is Almighty; the Son Almighty; and the Holy Ghost Almighty.  

And yet they are not three Almighties; but one Almighty.  

So the Father is God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost is God.  

And yet they are not three Gods; but one God.  

So likewise the Father is Lord; the Son Lord; and the Holy Ghost Lord.  

And yet not three Lords; but one Lord. . . .    (APBA page 487) 

So now we know precisely what the Trinity is-- except that, as St Augustine warns us,'God is 

greater and truer in our thoughts than in our words; and he is greater and truer in reality than in 

our thoughts’. 

The Athanasian creed is not really a creed, we are not asked to say ‘we believe . . ’ or ‘I believe . .’ 

it is a statement of faith; and it was not written by St Athanasius, the 4th C patriarch of 

Alexandria.But it does spell out the faith in the triune unity of God and in the divinity of Jesus which 

Athanasius fought for for many years -- condemned by bishops and councils, and persecuted by 
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emperors, deposed and restored 11 times, and forced to hide for many months in his father’s 

tomb, in fear of his life. 

This is the fourth successive year I have been invited to give the address on Trinity Sunday.  But 

there’s still much more that can be said. The Trinity is a doctrinethat helps us penetrate some way 

into the mystery of the Godhead;  itmeets all four criteria of orthodox theology:  it is derived from 

Scripture, it conforms with tradition, it is a product of human reason and it is confirmed by human 

experience.  We have all experienced God in different ways at different times. 

On past Trinity Sundays we have considered the genesis of this understanding, and what it might 

tell us about the nature of our great God, about the divine unity of being in a diversity of doing. 

Blessed are you, the God of our forebears: worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 

Today’s readings prompt us to consider what the Trinity has to say about our relationship with 

God.  And this is expressed inthe text we know so well:The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

The being of God, and our relationship with God, both begin with love. God created the universe 

in love, he created humanity in love, and gave us the universe to sustain us, and for us to care for.  

As Jesus teaches us, if we, being human, know how to give good gifts to our children, how much 

more will our Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!  (Matt.7.11). Love is not a 

thing, it is a relationship.  Even when we fail God, God never fails us, because God loves us.   God 

loves everyone, even the unlovable; God loves those whom many people ignore, like the 

homeless people on our streets or the difficult people in our own families. God even loves those 

whom some people love to hate, even thosepoliticians we sometimes despair of. 

As our first reading reminds us, God always gives us a second chance, and a third and a fourth, 

and more if we need more, for, as Moses discovered, the God of the Trinity is ‘the Lord, the Lord, 

a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness’ 

(Exodus 34.6). 

How do we know this?  Through the grace of the Lord Jesus, who revealed the nature of God to 

us, whoredeemed us from the stain of sin, however we may understand and explain that mystery.  

God does not give us what we deserve, he gives us what we do not deserve, he gives us more 

than we deserve,he gives us a free pardon for all our mistakes and for all our deliberate sins. 

Through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we come to experience the love of God. 

We are all happy when we get what we think we deserve – a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work 

and a pension when we can no longer work, or an award for an act of bravery or public service, or 

a prize for winning a race or a competition. But we often find it hard to accept what we don’t think 
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we deserve and we feel we can never repay– a neighbour dropping in to help us with the chores, 

or coming to see  us in hospital, or lending us money when we are in trouble.  And, as C S Lewis 

once said, "The notion of God's love coming to us free of charge, no strings attached, seems to be 

against every instinct of humanity”.  Yes, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ makes uncommon 

sense. 

How do we receive the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ?  Through the communion of the Holy 

Spirit.Through the communion of the Holy Spirit, we come to share the love of God, and the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Last Sunday we celebrated the gift of the Holy Spirit to the early 

church—since that day,the Spirit lives with every personbaptised in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, in accordance with the Divine commission. Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit we take part in Christ's Passion, by dying to sin, in his strength, and we take part in his 

Resurrection by being born to a new life; we become members of his Body which is the Church, 

and Jesus is with us in the church, until the end of the present age, when He shall return in glory.  

So, if we wish to become more godlike, and why else are we here?  If we wish to become more 

godlike, we need to have more of the love of God, and more of the grace of the Lord Jesus and 

more of the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

If we truly love God we will want to spend more time with him, in worship and in prayer and in 

studying his word.   We will not want to miss church, wherever we are; we will not want to chatter 

as we come forward for Holy Communion, because we are about to experience the one we love in 

a very special way; we will not want to miss an opportunity to read the Bible, to study the Bible, to 

wrap our lives in the truth of the Bible, because this is our loved one speaking to us, through 

others who have loved him too; we will not want to miss an opportunity to tell others about God 

and about his love, and about his Son and about his Spirit, because everything about God is good.  

The more we share our love, the more our love grows, and the more our love grows, the more our 

desire to serve him grows. 

If we rejoice because we have received the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will want to pass 

this grace on, in the way we treat other people.  We will not treat them as they deserve, we will 

treat them as God would treat them.   We will not gossip about them, or speak unkindly of them, or 

even think badly of them; we will love them even when we think they do not deserve our love.  It is 

very human to help people we like who are down on their luck; it is Christ-like to help people we 

don’t like who are having a bad time, instead ofstanding backthinking, ‘they are getting what they 

deserve’.  They are all our brothers and sisters in Christ, and we need to treat them all as such.   

Last month Bevan Meninga was released from jail in Brisbane, after serving 20 years for a grisly 

murder. His brother Mal Meninga said, ’He has committed an awful crime. We don't condone his 
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actions. All we can do is support him, be around, and make sure he's well looked after’.  In other 

words, ‘we hate the sin, but love the sinner’.  That is God’s way.   

Sadly, not all so-called Christian people treat other members of God’s family in that loving spirit.  

As Christ has forgiven us, we are called to forgive and embrace others. 

And if we are in the communion of the Holy Spirit, we will do all we can to extend that 

communion, that fellowship, to all people, by the way we live, as well as by our direct witness. Last 

month some of us went to a gathering at the community centre in Kogarah which explored the 

meaning of Easter.  We heard the call to mission which is said to have been given by St Francis of 

Assisi:  Preach the Gospel, and if necessary, use words.   It’s a good principle, even though St 

Francis almost certainly did not say it. 

Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth was probably written 12 months or so after the first 

letter. It had been a tough year. Paul had faced danger and disappointment, he had had to deal 

with slander and disloyalty, at times he felt so unbearably crushed he despaired of life itself.   

We have all been there at some time – when we have lost a parent or a partner or a child or a 

close friend; or been made redundant, or faced an operation or having to go into a nursing home.  

Paul kept going by focusing on his mission of extending God’s kingdom, of bringing more and 

more people into the communion of the Holy Spirit – here I am, he says, ready to come to you this 

third time.  (2 Cor. 12.14) 

We may have spoken to people about the faith once, and been rebuffed.  And a second time, and 

been rebuffed.  But they need tohear aboutthe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God 

and the communionof the Holy Spirit, so we must say,Here I am, ready to come to you this third 

time, and a fourth. And more, until God provides the opportunity to say the right words or do the 

right thing. 

We know from survey after survey that the strength of this parish is its loving relationships. 

Certainly, in our few years here, Marty and I have felt more at homethan we have felt anywhere 

else we have worshipped. There are some people here that we feel we have known all our lives; 

there are some we wish we had known all our lives.  But survey after survey also shows that 

thegreatest weakness of this parish is that we are not all passionate about our faith, as St Paul 

was:  we are not allclamouring to learn more about it, we are not allowing God’s Word to guide us 

in the decisions of everyday life.   In the power of the triune God, we can overcome that weakness, 

beginning today, and then from day to day, living and loving one day at a time. 

So let us say the grace together, as a prayer for ourselves and each other:  May the grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  Amen 
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